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Forceful at the QMM dock 

 
Forceful’s 90th Birthday Celebrations  

   
 On Saturday 21st November 2015 a 

colourful celebration took place at 
QMM for the 90th Birthday of the 
Grand Old Lady of Steam, Steam Tug 
Forceful.   
A band of willing helpers made up by 
both Friends of Forceful and QMM 
Volunteers and led by Madeline 
Blyth, put together a wonderful 
tribute to mark the occasion.  There 
were working model steam engines. 
The day’s activity was supported by 
Wandering Musicians, a Sausage 
Sizzle by the QMM Social club and 
tours of the Forceful that took place 
on a regular schedule.  

 

Patron:  
 
His Excellency   
the Honourable  
Paul de Jersey AC 
Governor of  
Queensland 
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A truly amazing video history of 
FORCEFUL, plus memorabilia was 
prepared and presented by QMM 
Member, Bryan Wood in the 
Shipping Room.  As well, another 
audio visual display took place in 
the Davenport Room.  
  

 
 

 
 Forceful’s 90th Birthday 

Celebrations (cont) 
   

 

 
 

Examples of items on display  
 

                
One of the features of this Party, as with the 85th Birthday, was the crew reunions.  
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It allowed for the opportunity to meet up with relatives of crew members, who had 
signed on as long ago as 1926.  Amongst them was Mr. Bob Gough, whose Grandfather 
was one of the ship’s early Firemen – Mr. Archibald Wathen.      
 

   
 

                                                
                   Ted Gough near a ventilator                                                             The Engine Room looking great  

 
At the last 85th Birthday celebrations, a magnificent Hibiscus was named “FORCEFUL 
85” by the Hibiscus Society of Queensland.  It is truly gratifying to see the shrub in such 
fine shape, five years later.       
 

                                                   
 
The weather was kind and a pleasant breeze off the river in the afternoon set the scene 
for presentations, the cake cutting ceremony and the drawing of the Raffle.  
 

      
 
After the presentation by CEO Ian Jempson, the cake was cut by Mr. Ben Macdonald.   
Mr. Ben Macdonald of Macdonald Hamilton and Co. (who were the Forceful’s Shipping 
Agents on the 10th June 1971) was entrusted with the hand-over of Forceful to the 
QMMA, to the then QMMA Founding President, Dr. Rod McLeod.  
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Ben Macdonald handing over the documents 1971 
This was followed by other speakers including Hans Pommerel, Past President, Friends of 
Forceful and Chief Engineer QMMA FORCEFUL Executive Committee and distribution of 
the delicious birthday cake.  

The Forceful Fund Raffle prizes were then drawn, and the prizes were won by:  
1st Prize  MV Lady Brisbane cruise to the Gold Coast     1054  Kevin Morton  
2nd Prize  Dinner for Three at the Ship Inn       1222  Andrew Kempers  
3rd   Prize High Tea for Four at Bacchus Restaurant, Rydges Hotel       1072  Roly Corbett    
4th   Prize   Two Family return Tickets for the Pioneer Steam Train Trip 

from Swan Bank  
1361   Jody Myers  

5th Prize     Two Family return tickets for a Steam train trip from 
Rosewood  

1247  Jenny Robertson  

  
The final part of the ceremony was the announcement of the granting of Honorary Life 
membership to Jack Hopper [QMM Forceful Skipper], and Madeline Blyth, supported by 
the rousing acclamation of the audience. 

                     
Membership Secretary Mike Sobyra presenting awards to Jack and Madeline            Long time Forceful supporter, Rev. Bill Pearson     

with Madeline.  
 
The Queensland Maritime Museum thanks all those that took part to make the day the 
success it was.  
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 Evans Deakin, the Brisbane Ship Builders  

The Present QMM Display 
 
 

 
On display at the Queensland Maritime Museum is a tribute to Evans Deakin Industries, 
ship builders and engineering specialists. 

Evans Deakin Industries Limited was previously known as Evans Deakin and Company 
Pty Ltd. Based in Brisbane, the company was formed in 1910 by Colonel Daniel Evans 
and Arthur Deakin. The company started out as a supplier of engineering equipment. 
The first workshop was acquired in 1913. 

Between World Wars I and II, Evans Deakin was involved in the fabrication of 300 
railway wagons for Queensland Government Railways, the manufacture of steel 
components for the Story Bridge [commenced 24th May 1935 and opened 6th July 
1940] and the introduction of oxy-acetylene and electric arc welding to Queensland. 

In February 2001 Evans Deakin Industries Limited was acquired by the Downer Group 
and consequently the company name was changed to Downer EDI limited. 

      
Story Bridge under construction 

Kangaroo Point Operations 
At the start of World War II, a shipyard was established at Kangaroo Point. The 
company developed the site so that the construction of military and merchant craft 
could be completed. 

 
The Evans Deakin shipyard constructed 81 ships between 1940 and its closure in 
1971, including eleven Bathurst-class corvettes, a Bay class frigate, and several Attack-
class patrol boats. They also built trawlers, steamers, bulk carriers, tankers and tugs. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brisbane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland_Rail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Story_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxy-acetylene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arc_welding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kangaroo_Point%2C_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bathurst_class_corvette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_class_frigate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_class_patrol_boat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_class_patrol_boat
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The last major expansion at the Kangaroo Point site occurred in 1967 when the Frank 
Nicklin Dry Dock was constructed. 

 
The company built the largest ship ever made on the Brisbane River, the oil tanker 
Robert Miller. Its construction was nearly complete when it broke free of its mooring 
during the 1974 Brisbane flood. The final vessel constructed at Kangaroo Point was 
the oil rig, Southern Cross in 1976. 
 

 
                        The portraits of Col. Evans and Arthur Deakin, originally donated by EDI Downer. 

 
The display covers the ship building history at Kangaroo Point where the company 
played a vital role in the WW2 efforts to provide both naval and merchant marine 
vessels. 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brisbane_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1974_Brisbane_flood
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An Evans Deakin Ship that Got Stuck! 

“River Burdekin” launch 6th March 1943 
 
 

 
 

In the ship building industry, ships can be launched by sliding down a slip way, launched 
sided ways or floated out of a dry dock. Evans Deakin used all three methods. 

One of the many ships launched at the Kangaroo Point Ship yard was the River 
Burdekin. After the official christening by the wife of the Federal Supply & Shipping, 
Mrs Beasley at her river side launch on March 6 1943, the 10,000 ton ship became 
stuck on the slipway just as the stern reached the water and stream pressure jammed 
the forepart into the slip, tallow on the skips burnt out and the ship became stuck. The 
crowd of 3000 spectators was asked to leave the site when tugs and other methods 
failed to move her. 

She was eventually launched and went on to play an important part as a supply ship for 
the war effort. 

 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane) Sunday 7 March 1943. 

 
Sunday Mail & Brisbane Telegraph photos 
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What’s New Around the Grounds? 

 
 
 Late in 2015 some new signage was installed around key points at the museum to assist 

visitors and to ensure some key facts were displayed. They certainly stand out and are very 
eye catching. The cost was covered by part of a Queensland Government “Everyone’s 
Environment” Grant Program. 
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HMAS Diamantina Work Progress 

 
 

 

Over the past months, the volunteers working on the Diamantine have completed a 
number of projects which are now open for viewing by the Public. Starting on the 
Bridge, the deck timbers railings and surrounding equipment have been refurbished 
and painted along with new Bridge entry access doors. 
 
 

                        
This work now complements the completed Radar control rooms alongside and to the 
rear of the Bridge. 
 

                                          
 
 
Below decks, the refurbished Armory has been completed and the Aft. 4 inch 
Ammunition Hoist has been installed along with dummy shells, while in the Engine 
Room, the Starboard Engines pistons have been disconnected and raised. 
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Life On-board an Australian River Class Frigate in 1945 
 
 

Much has been written of the 
history and service of the River 
Class frigates during World War 2, 
but little has been written about 
life on board for the crews. As 
guides at the Queensland Maritime 
Museum, we are often asked 
questions about this, but there is 
little information available. 
 
The Ship 
As part of Australia’s war time 
ship building programme, 8 River 
Class and 4 Bay Class frigates were 
constructed in Australian ship 
yards.  Of the River Class, 2 came 
from Walkers Limited at 
Maryborough, 4 from Mort’s Dock 
at Balmain in Sydney, and 2 from 
Cockatoo Island Dockyard in 
Sydney. Diamantina was a 
Maryborough construction. 
 
Weapons 
Armament for the Class was 
designed for the defence of a 
convoy from submarines and 
aircraft and not for ship to ship 
engagement. The main armament 
was a simple 4” mount and there 
was no director control 
incorporated for the main guns or 
for the anti-aircraft weapons. 
 
As completed, Diamantina was 
fitted with the following 
armament: 
 
• 2 single 4” (102mm) guns, one 

on the flag deck forward and 
one on the foc’sle deck aft 

• 2 single 40mm Bofors guns, 
one each port and starboard on 
the quarter deck 

• 2 twin 20mm Oerlikon guns, 
power operated, one each port 

and starboard abreast the 
engine room skylights 

• 2 single 20mm Oerlikon 
guns, one each port and 
starboard on the bridge 
wings. 

As in any organisation, the Navy 
had a strict hierarchy by which 
everyone fitted into the crew. 

• Captain – often a courtesy 
title given to the 
commanding officer of a 
ship who often held a lower 
rank than Captain 

• Senior Officers – the 
Executive Officer or First 
Lieutenant, the Engineering 
Officer and perhaps the 
Navigating Officer 

• Junior Officers – all other 
officers 

• Chiefs – the Chief Petty 
Officers, Chief Stoker, Chief 
Engine Room Artificer 

• Petty Officers – Seaman, 
Stoker, Engine Room 
Artificers, and other 
artificers and tradesmen 

• Leading Hands – Leading 
Seamen, Stokers, Signalmen, 
and Telegraphists, etc. 

• Able/Ordinary Hands – 
Seaman, Stokers, Signalmen, 
Telegraphists, etc. 

Officers 
All the officers appointed to 
Diamantina were reservists, 
either RAN Reserve or RAN 
Volunteer Reserve. Being 
Reservists, they had some 
training as naval officers, but 
not to the extent of full time 
officers. Lieutenant Commander 
Rose, the ship’s first 
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commanding officer, had 4 
 years’ experience in the  
Atlantic convoys, some of it in 
command. 
 
From August, 1945, Surgeon Lt 
Lionel Finlay-Jones RANR (aged 25) 
joined as ship’s doctor. 
 
Ratings 
Except for the senior ratings (CPO, 
PO and equivalents), the “lower 
deck” was manned by naval 
reservists or “hostilities only” (signed 
up “for the duration of the war plus 6 
months”). Consequently, their 
training was hurried and often 
incomplete. This is not a reflection on 
their effectiveness but rather on the 
constraints of wartime manning. 
 
The Chiefs and the Petty Officers had 
many years’ service behind them and 
were well trained and competent. 
 
Chief Petty Officer 
These were the most senior of the 
lower deck and were regular Navy. 
They were the Boatswain or Bosun, 
the chief of the lower deck, and the 
Coxswain/Quartermaster, the senior 
helmsman. They managed the duties 
of the sailors, under the direction of 
the Executive Officer, and were 
responsible for discipline and “good 
order” on the lower deck. 
 
Petty Officer 
The Petty Officers were the next 
senior and were also regular Navy. 
They served a dual role, both as 
leaders and managers and as 
specialists in seamanship, gunnery, 
etc. They had a disciplinary role, as 
well as a mentoring/training role. 
 
Leading Seaman 
The Leading Seamen were skilled 
seamen, without a higher disciplinary 
function, somewhat similar to a 

leading employee in industry.  Most 
were reservists or “hostilities only” 
ratings who showed advanced 
knowledge of their duties.  
 
Able and Ordinary Seaman 
These seamen were the workforce 
of the ship. Some had training in 
gunnery, radar or submarine 
detection, but the majority worked 
the ship. They were all reservists or 
“hostilities only”. 
 
Stoker 
The stokers worked the boiler 
rooms and engine room of the ship. 
They tended the fires of the boilers 
and managed the workings of the 
two engines. 
 
Most of the senior stokers were 
Naval ratings while the lower rates 
were reservists or “hostilities only”.  
 
Engine Room Artificer (ERA) 
The ERA’s were the 
mechanics/fitter-and-turners on 
the ship and were responsible for 
the maintenance of the ship’s 
engines and all other machinery. If 
something broke, they had to fix it 
or manufacture a new part. 
 
The Chief ERA acted as the 
Engineer Officer’s deputy. 
Another senior rate was 
Mechanician. He possessed 
advanced training in mechanics 
and had either a stoker or ERA 
background. 
 
All were rated petty officer or chief. 
About half were regular Navy and 
the other half “hostilities only”. 
 
Gunnery 
It was usual for few of the gunnery 
ratings on the frigates to have any 
actual gunnery training. Records 
indicate that most of Diamantina’s 
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gunners had received appropriate 
training. Depending on 
qualifications, they were assigned 
to a particular function on the guns. 
However a gun crew is a team and 
each member was expected to be 
able to perform all the duties of the 
team.  
 
The Gunner’s Mate was the chief 
gunner, under the Gunnery Officer. 
On Diamantina he was a Petty 
Officer. 
 
Each 4” gun consisted of a team of 8 
ratings – the gun captain/breech 
worker, the layer, who elevated the 
gun, the trainer, who rotated the 
gun, a crew of 3 to bring the 
ammunition and load the gun, the 
communications number who 
received and relayed the orders 
from the Gunnery Officer and the 
fuse setter. 
 

 
4” Gun and Crew 

 
A 4” round weighed about 28.8 kg 
and a good gun crew could fire off 
10 to 12 rounds per minute. The 
firing trigger is in the winding 
handle on the port (left hand) side. 
 
Each of the 3 Bofors gun crews 
consisted of a layer and a trainer, 
with others involved in the supply 
and loading of ammunition.  The 
trigger to fire the gun is built into 
the starboard (right hand) foot 

pedal on the port (left) side of the 
gun. 
 
Each of the 6 Oerlikon guns was 
assigned one gunner. They were 
assisted by others who supplied 
and loaded the ammunition.  
 
Radar 
Manning of the radar sets was 
aimed at minimising eye strain 
caused by staring at the screens 
for long periods of time. The 2 
ratings on watch for each of the 
radar sets rotated every half 
hour, with one operator 
monitoring the set and the other 
resting. 
 

 
Type 271 Surface Radar 

 
ASDIC 
Like radar, manning was aimed at 
managing eye fatigue and the 2 
ratings on watch rotated every 
half hour.  
 
Signalman 
The signalman’s duties involved 
sending and receiving messages 
from other ships, either by flag or 
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flashing light. 
 
There were 3 ways to send 
messages from ship to ship: 
 
• By hoist – where a series of 

different flags, each 
representing a letter of the 
alphabet or with a particular 
meaning, is flown from the mast 

• By semaphore – where 2 hand 
held flags are used to represent 
letters of the alphabet. The 
arrangement of the 2 flags 
around a circle spells out the 
message 

• By signal lamp (projector) – 
where a light is used to spell out 
a message in Morse code. 

 
K377 – Hoist on Diamantina’s Yardarm 

 
Telegraphist 
The Telegraphists manned the 
ship’s wireless equipment, to send 
and receive messages by radio from 
further afield, e.g. from senior 
officers at base, etc. Messages were 
transmitted and received in Morse 
code only. 

Coder 
Almost all messages sent by radio were 
sent in code - a system whereby letters 
and numbers were scrambled in a 
predetermined way. The coders coded 
messages before they were sent and 
decoded any messages received by the 
ship into “plain language” so they could 
be understood by the Captain, etc. 
 
Steward 
The stewards managed the Officers’ 
Wardroom and tended to the needs of 
the Officers and the Captain.  They 
collected the food from the galley and 
served it to the officers, acted as valets 
to the officers and looked after their 
cabins. 
 
Cook 
The cooks, of course, prepared all 
meals and other food on the ship.  
 
Others 
A number of other positions completed 
Diamantina’s crew. 
 
Radio Artificer – A Petty Officer who 
was responsible for the functioning and 
repair of radio, radar and ASDIC 
equipment.  
 
Supply Assistants – responsible for 
maintaining the ship’s accounts, pay 
records and stores.  
 
Sick Berth Attendant – responsible for 
the medical care of the crew. A ship the 
size of Diamantina normally would not 
be assigned a doctor, so the Sick Berth 
Attendant was the ship doctor. Trained 
similarly to a nurse or paramedic, he 
had great responsibility in the event of 
serious injury.  
 
Motor Mechanic – responsible for the 
ship’s diesel generator and the motor 
in the ship’s motorised cutter.  
 
Wireman – the ship’s electrician.  
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Butcher – assisted the cooks in the 
cutting up and preparation of 
meats before cooking.  
 
A barber in civilian life might offer 
haircuts to the crew (for a fee) 
while a cobbler might repair boots 
and the like, as required. 
 
Watches 
A ship at sea operates 24 hours a 
day and requires crew to work it all 
the time. A warship must also be 
ready to engage an enemy the 
instant the enemy is located. To 
manage the division of time 
worked, ships universally use a 
system of watches (or shifts), to 
ensure that a part of the crew is on 
duty at any one time.  
 
A watch lasted 4 hours, except for 
the “dog watches” which lasted 2 
hours each. The inclusion of the 
“dog watches” meant that sailors 
did not stand the same watch every 
day. The first watch started at 
8.00pm and lasted until midnight. 
 

• 2000 – 0000:  First Watch 
• 0000 – 0400:  Middle Watch 
• 0400 – 0800:  Morning 

Watch 
• 0800 – 1200:  Forenoon 

Watch 
• 1200 – 1600:  Afternoon 

Watch 
• 1600 – 1800:  First Dog 

Watch 
• 1800 – 2000:  Second or 

Last Dog Watch 

Two systems of watch keeping 
were possible – a 2 watch system 
(4 hours on and 4 hours off) or 3 
watch system (4 hours on and 8 
hours off). It was suggested that 
ships in enemy or hazardous 
waters (around islands) would 

work a 2 watch system while ships 
in “safer” waters would use the 3 
watch system. 
 
Usually the Commanding Officer, 
the Executive Officer, the Engineer 
Officer and perhaps the Navigating 
Officer were excused from standing 
watches. However, they would be 
“on call” at all times to attend to 
their responsibilities. Likewise, in 
the engine room the Chief ERA and 
Chief Stoker would not stand 
watches. 
 
The Bridge 
The bridge watch would consist of 
the Officer of the Watch and 
perhaps a deputy, a signalman, 2 
lookouts on the bridge and one in 
the “crow’s nest” high up the mast, 
a bridge messenger and spare 
radar and ASDIC operators, resting 
between half hour spells. 
 

 
The Compass Platform in the centre of the 

Bridge 
 

The Officer of the Watch was in 
command of the ship, until relieved 
by the Captain. He would ensure 
that the ship was performing as 
required or as instructed by the 
Captain. Often the Captain would be 
on the bridge as well, perhaps 
sitting quietly in his chair and 
contemplating his current mission. 

Being an open bridge, officers and 
sailors stationed here would be 
unprotected from the weather. 



Maritime Manifest  Summer 2015/2016                                          Page 15 

  
They’d be in their foul weather gear 
on a wild and moonless night with 
rain and spray from the ocean 
wetting them through. 
 
Wheel House 
In the wheel house below the bridge, 
the helmsman would be at the helm 
to steer the ship and 2 engine order 
telegraphists would man each of the 
engine order telegraphs to relay 
speed orders to the engine room. As 
well, the petty officer of the watch 
and a boatswain’s mate could be 
found here. 
 

 
The Wheel House and Helm 

 
Wireless Office 
The ship’s communications were 
manned be at least 2 telegraphists 
and a coder each watch. In the event 
of high radio traffic, other 
telegraphists and coders would be on 
duty also. 
 

 
Wireless Office (Radio Room) 

 
 

Boiler Room 
The boiler room watch consisted of 
a Stoker Petty Officer and 2 Stokers 
in each of the 2 boiler rooms. They 
would monitor and regulate the 
furnace of the boilers, to maintain 
the required steam pressure while 
producing as little smoke as 
possible. 
 
It has been reported that 
temperatures could be as high as 
60 degrees Celsius. 
 
Engine Room 
An Engine Room Artificer watch 
keeper would be in charge of the 
engine room with a Leading Stoker 
watch-keeping the fresh water 
distiller and a Stoker assigned to 
each of the 2 engines. These sailors 
would regulate the steam entering 
the engines for the speed required, 
monitor the lubrication of the 
engine and keep a watch for any 
problem which might affect the 
efficiency of the engine. 
 

 
Engine Room 

 
Ex-stokers have commented that 
noise was not excessive – you could 
carry out a normal conversation, 
but that temperatures could rise to 
40 degrees Celsius. 
 
Galley 
The galley operated 24 hours a day, 
with at least one cook on duty. 



Maritime Manifest  Summer 2015/2016                                          Page 16 

  

Preparing meals would see all cooks 
working. Outside this, the duty cook 
would be preparing and cooking 
bread, cakes, etc. as well as beginning 
preparations for the next meal. 
 
Armament 
When at sea, part of the ship’s 
armament would be “closed up” 
(manned) at any one time. One of the 
two 4” guns would be manned 
(around the gun or in the shelter) as 
well as some of the anti-aircraft guns, 
and a skeleton crew would man the 
depth charges. 
 
Radar 
Radar was manned 24 hours a day 
when at sea. A watch would require 4 
men to monitor the 2 screens, with 2 
watching while the other 2 rested 
their eyes. They would rotate every 
half hour.  Those “resting” would be 
available for other duties; for 
example, supplementing the 
lookouts. 
 
The type 271 radar was turned 
manually through an arc of about 
400 degrees. The operator would 
turn the handle on the unit slowly, 
searching for any unidentified 
contacts to appear on the screen. 
 
ASDIC 
Like radar, the ASDIC compartment 
was manned 24 hours a day. Here, 
one operator manned the screens 
while a second rested. Again, they 
rotated every half hour and were 
available for other duties while 
resting. 
 
Like radar, the transmitters were 
rotated manually, about 60 degrees 
left and right. In the event of a 
contact, both operators would be on 
duty, interpreting the displays before 
them. 
 
Defense Stations 
A state of readiness between Cruising 

Stations (outlined above) and 
Action Stations (outlined below). 
Defense Stations would be 
implemented when contact with 
the enemy might be expected or 
when the ship was operating in 
hazardous waters. 
 
In this event, half the crew would 
be on watch at any time. As well as 
increased numbers at the above 
positions, half the armament, the 
depth charges and the Hedgehog 
would be manned. A skeleton 
Damage Control group would be on 
duty. 
 
A Defense Station watch lasted 6 
hours for all crew. 
 
Action Stations 
The crewing of a warship is 
determined by the number of men 
needed to “fight” the ship. At action 
stations, men were assigned to 
specific duties which could be 
unrelated to their usual functions.  
 
Some would supplement the 
numbers on a normal watch while 
others worked elsewhere. The 
bridge would include the Captain, 
Executive Officer, Gunnery Officer, 
Antisubmarine Officer and 
additional messengers and 
signalmen. Cooks and stewards 
could become ammunition 
handlers or first aiders, stokers and 
ERA’s worked in damage control, 
sailors who acted as lookouts 
became Oerlikon loaders. 
 
Other action stations need mention. 
On the Bridge would be the ship’s 
writer. His duty was to record what 
and when orders were issued, 
signals sent and received, and any 
other activity on the ship during 
the action. His notes would be 
rewritten into the ship’s Diary as a 
permanent record of the action.  
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The other, related, position was The 
Plot. Located on the port (left) side of 
the ASDIC compartment, sailors would 
plot (make a map) of the action, 
including ranges and bearings of 
contacts, changes in direction and 
speed, etc. As well as being a record, 
the Captain had a visual reference to 
the progress of the action. 
 
In the tiller flat, the emergency 
steering position would be manned, in 
case the wheelhouse became 
inoperative. Others would man the 
ship’s magazines, feeding the 
ammunition to the guns. 
 
At action stations, you were at your 
post until the “action” was over.  
 
Daily Routine 
For those not on watch, there were still 
duties to be performed during daylight 
hours. The planning was the 
responsibility of the Executive Officer. 
Most duties were aimed at the 
maintenance of the ship, but training 
for gun crews, damage control, etc. 
were possible also. If nothing else 
there always was swabbing the decks!! 
 
Messing 
A sailor’s mess was his “home away 
from home”.  It was where he ate his 
meals, relaxed between watches and 
slept. The ship was divided into several 
messes and men were allocated to the 
messes according to rank/rate and 
duty.  
 
On the River Class frigates, the 
standard arrangement of messes was 
Chief Petty Officer Mess, Engine Room 
Artificer Mess, Petty Officer Mess, 
Stoker Petty Officer Mess, Stoker Mess, 
upper Seaman Mess, lower Seaman 
Mess and Steward Mess. Other areas 
around the ship were utilised as well, 

for example the corridors beside the 
engine room. 
 
Officers slept in cabins; senior officers 
singly while junior officers shared, and 
they all relaxed and dined in the 
Wardroom. 
 
In all but the smallest ships, the Captain 
traditionally did not dine with the 
officers unless invited by the Wardroom 
President. The Captain’s Day Cabin was 
his office and dining room, where he 
usually ate alone, cared for by a steward 
who would collect his food from the 
galley and serve it to him. Rarely, he 
might invite his senior officers to join 
him. 
 
The Wardroom 
The Wardroom was the domain of the 
officers, where they would retire to relax 
or write up their reports and where they 
would have their meals.  They would be 
cared for by a steward who would look 
after their needs and who would collect 
their food from the Galley and serve it 
out to them. 
 
Messes 
On any warship during World War 2, the 
actual crew numbers exceeded the 
designed capacity, sometimes by 
significant numbers. So it was for the 
seamen on Diamantina.  
 
Even allowing for some to be on watch at 
any given time, the 2 seaman’s messes 
were crowded and some messed in the 
corridors outside the engine room. Even 
so, it was not uncommon for sailors to 
sleep on the tables or floor for lack of 
hammock space. 
 
The mess had a locker for each member 
to store his clothing/kit, bins for the 
storage of hammocks, tables and 
benches for meals. On the deck head 
(ceiling), hooks allowed for the slinging 
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of hammocks. When not in use, 
hammocks were taken down and stowed 
in wire bins.  

 
Lower Seaman’s Mess 

 
A sailor was issued with a hammock, 22 
inches (56 cm) wide and 6 feet (1.8 m) 
long, complete with a thin mattress and 
a blanket. Hammocks were slung about 
shoulder height and a sailor would grab 
hold of a pipe or something similar on 
the deck head and swing himself into his 
hammock.  
 
Meals revolved around the “cook of the 
mess”, a tradition which goes back 
hundreds of years in the Royal Navy. A 
(junior) sailor would be “appointed” as 
“cook of the mess”, by rotation. He would 
collect the raw food for the next meal for 
his mess from the galley and, returning 
to his mess, prepare the food for cooking 
by peeling and dicing vegetables, etc. He 
would then return the prepared food to 
the galley to be cooked with the food for 
the other messes. At meal time, he would 
collect the cooked food from the galley in 
tureens and on trays and take it to the 
mess where it would be served out to his 
shipmates. 
 
At the end of the meal, each sailor would 
wash his plate and utensils. The “cook of 
the mess” would clean the communal 
items, dispose of the food scraps and 

washing water and clean down the mess 
tables. 
 
Messes could become very uncomfortable 
places very quickly. Poor ventilation and 
overcrowding meant that they were often 
very humid places. If a sea was running 
(rough) the port holes would be closed 
adding to the discomfort. As conditions 
worsened, seawater would begin to enter 
through ventilators and other openings, 
wetting everything.  
 
The petty officers and other senior rates 
would also have a “cook of the mess” 
“appointed” from among the junior sailors. 
 
Cleanliness and hygiene in the 
overcrowded messes was of great 
importance and much effort was expended 
regarding cleanliness. “Cooks of the Mess” 
were excused from morning general 
duties, instead spending the time in 
cleaning the mess. Random, spot checks 
were frequent to ensure that this 
happened. 
 
Heads and Washrooms 
The captain was the only person to have 
his own toilet and shower, attached as an 
ensuite to his Day Cabin. All others shared. 
The officers had their own shared 
facilities, as did the Chiefs and Petty 
Officers. The lower rates, over 100 men, 
shared one washroom and one “heads”. It 
is interesting to note that documentation 
suggests that Australian ships had 2 
shower cubicles only. No 20-minute 
showers here!! 
 
 
 
 
 
√ 
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Elistments 
 

 
Adrian Murray Barry Wheatland Brian Pozzey 
Stacy Nicholson   
 
 
 

Crossed the Bar 
 

 
Ronda Muir   
 
 
 

Life members 
 

 
Robert (Jeff) Andrews Glen French John Keenan 
Bryant John Berriman Kevin Fuge John Keogh 
Warren Blee Fred Gans Brian Martin 
Peter Byrne Judith Grant Beatrice Joan McLeod 
Lilian Campbell-Innes Peter Hall David Morgan 
Keith Cogzell William Heymink Barbara Poniewierski 
Joy Elcock Victor Horne Carl Savage 
Edward Elcock Peter Ives Helen Savage 
Jennifer (Jenny) Fison William Jenkinson Fabian Sweeney 
Richard (Dick) Fletcher Raymond Jones Coral Tillett 
Frederick Franklin   
  
 

Honorary Members  
 

   
Madeline Blyth George Gee Ben MacDonald 
Keith Boulton Peter Grant Ronald McGeechan 
Harry Bradley John (Jack) Hamilton Peter Nunan 
George Buckingham Jack Hopper Graham Price 
Jack Duvoisin David Jones Felix Scudamore 
Warwick Foote Dorothy Kirby Lawrie Strange 
Mark Garlipp Catherine Leahy Arthur (Wally) Walker 
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Editor: Robert Tillmanns 
Sub Editor :  Sharyn Squire  
tillmanns@optusnet.com.au 
Phone 07 31334378 
Mob: 0412 487 993 
Submissions for publication by: 
June 1st  2016 

Annual Membership fees: 
 
Ordinary $35.00  
Family  (2 Adults, 2 
Children) 

$50.00  

Concession $30.00  
Family/Concession $40.00  
Corporate $100.00  
 
 

Board members:  
Justice David THOMAS Mr. Chris WILLIAMS Mr. Matthew ROWE Mr. Hans POMMEREL 
Mr. Brett SMITH Mr. Mike SOBYRA Mr. David ROLLINS Mr. Mark FORT 
    

For Your Diary 
  
Friday 25th March Good Friday – Museum Closed   
 
Monday 25th April 

 
Museum opens at 11am, Anzac Day Dusk Service and BBQ preceded 
by a talk on 100th Anniversary at Gallipoli presented by Keith Boulton 

  

    
Saturday 21st May The Turning of the Tide – The Battle of the Coral Sea – May 1942 - 

Mike Sobyra  
 

  

Monday to Friday 
4th July to 8th July 

Pirates Week – Second Week School holidays Monday 4th to Friday 9th 
July 
 

  

Saturday 16th July Golden Age of Pirates - 7 Pirate’s Lives 1500 -1700 – Russell Twomey 
 

  

Saturday 17th September Interview with Esme Lucas-Havens – Following Columbus’ Course – 
500 years later - The Regatta 1992 
 

  

Saturday 24 September River Fire 
 

  

Saturday 8 October Brisbane Open Day 
 

  

Saturday 19th November Life on the Diamantina – Surveying the Oceans – Ian Jempson   
    

         
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 

ANZAC Day Dusk Service 
ANZAC Day Dusk Service (Come and remember our Veterans) Starts at 5 PM followed by steak, 
Sausage and Salad barbeque with drinks. Barbeque costs including one free drink (Wine, Beer 
or Soft Drink) Members and 1 guest $15. Non-members $18.  Children meal Sausage sizzle and 
drink $5.  Bookings essential for Barbeque. Evening closes about 7:30. Book at counter or 
through membership@maritimemuseum.com.au 
The commemoration will be preceded by a talk at 4 PM on the 100th anniversary celebrations 
in Gallipoli Peninsula. Presented by Keith Boulton. 
 

mailto:tillmanns@bigpond.com
mailto:membership@maritimemuseum.com.au
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