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A ceremony was held at the QMM on 
Tuesday  21 April  when a replica 
bell of the Maheno was donated to 
the QMM by the Rotary Club of 
Brisbane High-Rise. 
 
Following the start of WW1, the 
Maheno was chartered by the New 
Zealand Government and converted 
to become HMNZ Hospital Ship No 1. 
Much of the medical equipment on 
board came from a public appeal. 
 
In July 1935 when it was being 
towed to Japan to be broken up for 
scrap a winter cyclone caused the 
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 Maheno, ship’s bell replica donated to the QMM (cont) 

 
 
the tow line to break and the Maheno 
was pushed onto the eastern beach of 
Fraser Island. 
 
Russell Postle of the Rotary Club of 
Brisbane High-Rise (who has been 
instrumental in the process of 
organizing the replication of the bell) 
was Master of Ceremonies for the 
handover ceremony and of the ANZAC 
day Ceremony at the site of the wreck 
on the eastern beach on Fraser Island 
(details to follow in this issue). 
 
The replica bell will be the subject of a 
QMM display celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of ANZAC Day. A short 
history of the bell follows this article. 
 
The ceremony was attended by a 
number of  luminaries including Jackie 
Trad MLA representing the Premier, His 
Excellency Mr Chris Seed (the New 
Zealand High Commissioner), Mr Ted 
Sorenson MLA, the Lord Mayor of 
Brisbane, Councillor Graham Quirk, Mr 
Turgot Allahmani, (Consul General 
Turkey), Mr Ian Jempson, (CEO of the 
Maritime Museum), Mr Lindsay Marshal 
(the President of the Rotary Club of 
Brisbane High-Rise)and Mr Ryan Fraser 
(the Principal of the Maheno School)as 
well as parents and children from Years  
6 and7 of the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representing the President of the QMM 
Board, was Board Member, Mike Sobyra. 
 
Also in attendance were Peter Olds from 
Olds Engineering Marybourough who 
cast the new bells and Mr Keiran 
Slattery of “Hayes Metals” in Sydney 
which supplied the material free of 
charge to make the bells. 
 
The ceremony was opened with a “Coo-
ee”  greeting from the Australians which 
greeting was then returned with the 
performance of the Haka by the 
representatives from the Maheno 
School. Several speeches were made in 
which there was a common theme 
acknowledging the connection between 
New Zealand and Australia.   
 
A brief history of the bell and its 
connection to Australia was given by Mr 
Russell Postle.  The presentation was 
then made by Mr Lindsay Marshall of 
Rotary.   
 
Mr Peter Olds’ work was recognized by 
the presentation of a “Paul Harris Fellow 
Sapphire Pin” for his work on the bells. 
 

 

Children of Maheno School arrive in Brisbane 
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A presentation was made to the 
Brisbane Lord Mayor by the 
representatives of the Maheno School 
on behalf of the Mayor of the Waitaki 
District. 
 
Unbeknownst  to the people from the 
Maheno School, a further presentation 
was then surprisingly made to the 
Principal of the school of another replica 
of the bell which was to be used at the 

school as the original bell has 
significantly lost its tone due to a crack 
(which has been repaired) and its age.  
This replica was gratefully received by 
the school. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CEO Message 

 
 
Introduction 
 
In this edition of Maritime Manifest is a 
range of interesting material and I thank 
our contributors and our editor for their 
support.  I have provided a summary of 
the Significance Assessment project that 
was undertaken earlier this year and the 
completed report provides an excellent 
overview of the importance of QMM’s 
collection.   Funding was provided by 
the National Library and we have now 
requested the next round of funding in 
the program to undertake a 
Preservation Needs Assessment. 
 
QMM has a very important collection of 
Australia’s dispersed maritime heritage.   
The vessels, objects, documents, books, 
plans and artwork that comprise the 
collection are an excellent 
representation of many aspects of our 
communities’ links with the maritime 
environment.  We appreciate the trust 
placed in us to care for this collection 
and I thank all our members and 
volunteers for your support as you are 
all contributing in some way to the care 
of this collection. 
 
In the wider museum community there 
is ongoing discussion about audience 
development and keeping museums 

relevant in our contemporary 
environment.   In this ‘digital’ or ‘virtual’ 
age museums have a very important 
role.  As Nina Simon (The Participatory 
Museum) states: ‘museum artefacts tell 
the stories of what it is to be human: to 
fight, to love, to strive, to suffer, to play’.  
At QMM we are continually working on 
how we can tell our stories. 
 
 
Significance Assessment – 
Queensland Maritime Museum 
Collection 
 
In 2014 QMM secured a National 
Library of Australia grant to undertake a 
significance assessment of the 
Museum’s collection.  Dr. Judith McKay, 
a well-respected museum consultant 
curator, conducted the significance 
assessment and has produced a very 
comprehensive report for QMM.  Judith 
examined all areas of the collection and 
identified the important objects and 
themes in those categories.  The report 
itself provides an excellent analysis of 
the collection and the history of its 
development.  The final section of the 
report discusses in detail 13 objects that 
are very significant and, conveniently, 
that represent the breadth of the 
collection.   We are very grateful for the 
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work undertaken by Judith, especially 
given that in the process she uncovered 
the background/history/ importance of 
some objects that had previously been 
an unknown.  The collection statement 
of significance is as follows. 
 
Statement of Significance 
 
The Queensland Maritime Museum 
(QMM), established in 1971, is one of 
Australia’s leading maritime museums 
and has an outstandingly significant 
collection. It is by far the largest and 
most significant collection of maritime 
material in Queensland. The museum’s 
mission is to ‘provide visitors with an 
outstanding experience of the rich 
maritime heritage of Queensland and an 
understanding of how maritime activity 
has influenced the state’s development; 
all achieved through dynamic displays 
and best-practice management of the 
collection.’ The museum incorporates 
the heritage-listed South Brisbane Dry 
Dock, making it Australia’s only 
maritime museum to have an historic 
graving dock as its major feature. 
 
QMM’s collection comprises about 
60,000 objects and a substantial library, 
which have been acquired largely by 
donation. In 1985 the museum received 
the Norman Pixley Maritime Collection, 
given by its founding patron. Pixley, a 
long-serving member of the Naval 
Reserve, had established his own 
museum in 1953 at Brisbane’s naval 
base HMAS Moreton, collecting material 
on Queensland’s early maritime history. 
Over the years QMM has received other 
significant donations, including material 
from the Queensland Department of 
Harbours and Marine (later Maritime 
Safety Queensland), the Commonwealth 
Lighthouse Service and the Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority; as well as 
from Queensland shipping companies, 
former mariners and their families, and 

naval personnel. Given this support, the 
collection demonstrates wide public 
interest and pride in Queensland’s 
maritime heritage. 
 
The collection is diverse and covers the 
range of material expected of a maritime 
museum. It includes 60 historic vessels, 
of which the collection of sailing vessels 
and boats is probably the second most 
significant collection of its type in 
Australia. Other collection strengths are 
lighthouse material, ship models, 
maritime tools and equipment, nautical 
instruments, souvenirs and 
photographs. In addition, there are 
significant holdings of shipwreck 
artefacts, ship fittings and furnishings, 
marine engines, cargo handling vehicles, 
weapons, flags and pennants, medals 
and badges, trophies and medallions, 
artworks, sailors’ handwork, naval 
uniform, and trunks and chests. The 
library collection is also comprehensive 
and includes plans, maps and charts, 
illuminated addresses, ships’ ephemera, 
manuscripts and documents, technical 
manuals and books, periodicals, and 
audiovisual material. 
 
Collection highlights include ex-HMAS 
Diamantina, the world’s last remaining 
River Class frigate of World War II; 
Forceful, Queensland’s last remaining 
steam tug; Penguin, the only 
Queensland-built pearling lugger in a 
museum collection; Pink Lady, the yacht 
in which Queenslander Jessica Watson 
became the youngest person to sail solo 
around the world; the lightship CLS2 
Carpentaria; the former Bulwer Island 
Lighthouse and components of other 
early lighthouses; ballast from Captain 
Cook’s Endeavour thrown overboard off 
Cooktown in 1770; an 18th-century 
octant and navigational manuals; a 
painting of HMS ‘Pearl’ at High Peak 
Island, 1873 by Admiralty surveyor 
Edward Parker Bedwell; early Brisbane 



 
Maritime Manifest  Winter 2015                                          Page 5 
 

River charts; relics from Queensland’s 
first gunboats and the celebrated State 
yacht Lucinda; a model of the Brisbane 
Bar Pile Lighthouse shown at 
Melbourne’s International Exhibition of 
1888–89; records of Queensland 
pearling companies; the log book of a 
South Sea Islander labour trade vessel; 
the diary of a naval signalman who 
witnessed major actions of World War I; 
trophies won by legendary Queensland 
yachtsmen; original plans of Diamantina 
and the South Brisbane Dry Dock—the 
list is endless. 
 
This assemblage documents many 
aspects of Queensland’s and Australia’s 
maritime history, including exploration, 
hydrographic surveying, transport and 
trade, defence, shipbuilding and 
maintenance, maritime safety, 
stevedoring, immigration, pearling, 
labour trading, fishing and recreation. It 
also documents notable historical 
events, including World Wars, maritime 
disasters, waterfront disputes, royal 
visits, even the drafting of the Australian 
Constitution. Moreover, much of the 
material is associated with notable 
Queensland shipping companies, such as 
Wm Collin & Sons and John Burke Ltd; 
notable local ship- and boatbuilders, 

such as Evans Deakin, Walkers Ltd and 
the Wright family; notable mariners, 
such as Captains Thomas Musgrave and 
John Henderson; and notable 
hydrographic surveyors, such as E.P. 
Bedwell and Thomas Ferris Roberts. 
Most of the collection has provenance 
and supporting documentation, 
providing great interpretive potential. 
 
Some items also have aesthetic 
significance; these include hand-built  
wooden boats, and superbly crafted ship 
models, artworks and illuminated 
addresses. Others, such as nautical 
instruments and lighthouse 
components, have scientific significance, 
while some items, such as a 
handkerchief commemorating Lord 
Nelson’s death at Trafalgar, are 
significant for their rarity. QMM’s site, 
incorporating the South Brisbane Dry 
Dock, is also significant. Besides the 
porphyry and freestone dock built in the 
1870s and extended in 1887, the 
historic complex comprises a pump 
house and various workshop, staff and 
office buildings. Together they are a rare 
Australian example of an intact dry dock 
dating from the 19th century and 
provide evidence of former shipping 
activity in Brisbane and Queensland. 

 
 History of the “BELL” from the SS Maheno 

 
 

Reprinted with permission from “ ’Maheno’ Commemorative Lunch ANZAC DAY 2015” 

 
The SS Maheno was owned by the Union 
Steam Ship Company of New Zealand 
from 1905 until the ship was retired 
from service in March 1935. The 
Maheno was sold for scrap to Amakasu 
Brothers of Osaka. 
 
Prior to handover, the Union Steam Ship 
Company retained the ship’s bells.  

One bell was presented by the Union 
Steam Ship Company to the Wellington 
Carillon in October 1935 in honour of its 
hospital ship service.  When this bell 
was later retired from the Carillon it 
was donated to the Te Papa Museum in 
Wellington, and is currently on loan to 
the Waioura military museum. This bell 
is plain and has a small builder’s plaque 
on it bearing the Maheno’s yard number. 
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The second bell has the Maheno name 
carved into the bell, along with an 
engraved design. It is from this bell that 
the replica has been cast.  
 

 
 

This bell was retained by the Union 
Steam Ship Company until 1967 when it 
was donated to the Maheno Primary 
School located in the town after which 
the ship was named. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The bell has remained at the school 
since. 
 

 
 
 
The visit to the wreck of the Maheno in 
April 2015 will be the first time the ship 
and the bell have in the same place since 
1935. 
 
A third bell is referred to. Although the 
Maheno was being towed in 1935, it still 
required a bell for the travel in 
Australian waters. This temporary bell 
was secured to the ship by rope. It is 
understood that this bell was placed on 
the ship just prior to the 
commencement of the tow from Sydney.  
 
This bell was presented to Rev 
Tomlinson who conducted the 
ceremony for the wedding held on 
board in 1935. 
 
This bell is at St John the Baptist 
Anglican Church in Bulimba, Brisbane. 

Children at Maheno School 
with their new bell 
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The history of ANZAC Day 

 
 
In Queensland …. 
 
Planning for the first Anzac Day 
commenced almost at the same time 
as the withdrawal from the Gallipoli 
Peninsula in December 1915. 
In Brisbane a public meeting was 
called by the Mayor of Brisbane 
(Alderman G Down) for the evening 
of 10 January 1916 at the Exhibition 
Hall. 
Attendees included: 

 His Excellency the Governor 
(Sir Hamilton J Gould-Adams) 

 Premier of Queensland (Hon 
TJ Ryan) 

 Leader of the Opposition 
(Hon J Tolmie) 

 Archbishop Duhig (Roman 
Catholic Church) 

 Chaplain Lieutenant-Colonel 
Garland (Church of England 
now Anglican Church) 

 Mayor of Brisbane (Alderman 
G Down) 

 Major General JW McCay CB 
VD (Inspector General of the 
Australian Forces) 

 Numerous Members of the 
Legislative Assembly 

 Community leaders  
 Members of the public 

The Governor submitted the 
following motion: 

That the heroic conduct of our 
gallant Queensland troops 
during the present war and 
especially on the ever-
memorable occasion of the 
landing at Gallipoli on April 25 
last has earned for them 
undying fame, and deserves 
the fullest recognition of the 
people of this country whose 
rights and liberties they have 
been bravely defending. 

The motion was seconded by the 
Premier. 
Major General JW McCay then 
moved the motion: 

That in the opinion of this 
meeting it is desirable that the 
first anniversary of the 
landing at Gallipoli shall be 
suitably celebrated in this 
State and hat the other States 
of Australia be invited to 
consider similar action. 

This motion was seconded by the 
Leader of the Opposition. 
Both motions were carried 
unanimously.

 

 
And in France… 
In the Port of Le Havre Australian 
Nurse Pearl Corkhill and two of her 
colleagues arranged an Anzac Day 
commemoration: 
 

So we bought cigarettes and 
matches and made up little 
parcels and tied them with red 
white and blue ribbon and 

wrote on the outside, ‘Anzac 
Day April 25th.  From 3 Aust. 
Sisters’ and gave one to each 
of our boys (and the NZ we 
consider them ours also).  
They were pleased, they could 
scarcely thank us.  Luckily we 
each had a green Australian 
gum leaf with Dardanelles 
1915 on it, and we wore them 
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on our capes.  Of course they 
caused some comments from 
the other sisters here who 
hardly knew what Anzac day 

was.  We knew and our boys 
knew so that was all we cared. 

(From the diary of Pearl Corkhill 28 
April 1916 as reported by Peter Rees 
in his book Anzac Girls)

 

 
Recognition in Turkey  
 

Atatürk was born Mustafa Kemal at 

Salonika, Greece 

Kemal returned to Gallipoli in 1915 as 

commander of the 19th Division, the 

main reserve of the Turkish Fifth Army, 

and was thus on hand to oppose the 

Anzac landing in April. His superb grasp 

of strategy and ability to inspire his 

troops by his reckless bravery in action 

boosted Turkish morale and proved 

decisive in thwarting allied plans. 

Turkey became a republic in 1923 and 

Kemal became the first president. In 

1934, he accepted the title "Atatürk" 

(father of the Turks). 

 

In 1934 Atatürk wrote a tribute to the 

Anzacs killed at Gallipoli: 

 

Those heroes that shed their blood 
and lost their lives... You are now lying 
in the soil of a friendly country. 
Therefore rest in peace. There is no 
difference between the Johnnies and 
the Mehmets to us where they lie side 
by side now here in this country of 
ours... you, the mothers, who sent 
their sons from faraway countries wipe 
away your tears; your sons are now 
lying in our bosom and are in peace. 
After having lost their lives on this land 
they have become our sons as well. 

 
 
 

 

Three ANZAC Day Celebrations   

 
 
 
The QMM was associated with three very different celebrations of ANZAC Day. 
 
A ceremony at the Museum, one on a ship off ANZAC cove and one at the site of 
the wreck of the Maheno.  
 
These were different Locations and forms of celebration but with a common 
theme of the ANZAC spirit of mateship between New Zealand and Australia, and 
a respect for the courage of the people who went to war in the service of our two 
countries - the spirit  of ANZAC . 
 
Recently, Arthur Bourke OAM pointed out that the spirit of Anzac is not confined 
to the battlefield, nor is it something that can be seen. He described the spirit of 
Anzac as: 
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“A powerful driving sensation that can only be felt. It is a feeling that burns in the 
heart of every Australian and New Zealand countryman. A warm, tender, fiery, 
even melancholy ideal that nurtures intense patriotism in the innermost soul of 
every body.  
Australian War Memeorial site 
https://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/anzac/spirit/26/08/2015 5:52 pm 
 
ANZAC day off the Gallipoli coast 
 
As part of the 100th Gallipoli 
Anniversary Cruise, QMM member 
Keith Boulton was on board the 
92,000 ton Cruise ship, MSC  
 

 
 

Orchestra when she was positioned 
off the Gallipoli coast to celebrate 
the ANZAC Day Dawn Service. 

The ship was one on a number of 
cruise ships so positioned for this 
solemn and historic occasion. The 
televised service was displayed 
throughout the Orchestra and onto 
the ship’s top deck big screen, to be 
watched by a large majority of the 
2600 passengers. 
After the service ended, and in 
daylight, the Orchestra was the only 
vessel permitted to move in closer to 
the shore, thus allowing a 
magnificent view of Anzac Cove and 
the other prominent features.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
100 years before, the same view 
would have, no doubt, brought many 
different feelings to the many 
ANZACs before they made their 
landing and reached the shore. 
A very memorable occasion for all on 
board. 

MSC Orchestra manoeuvring towards 
ANZAC Cove 

Dawn breaks at Gallipoli     
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ANZAC Day at the Maritime Museum. 
 
We celebrated the 100th anniversary of ANZAC Day with a dusk service at the 
Maritime Museum.  This was by far the best attended service we’ve had with 40 
members and their guests attending. Mike McHutchinson arranged some added 
entertainment for the children by setting up an outside theatre where they could 
watch some shows.  The kids loved it.  Thank you Mike. 
 

 
 
The weather was perfect and Russell Twomey did a great job cooking the steaks, 
sausages and kebabs for the meal.  He not only gives outstanding presentations 
but can Barbie.  There can’t be a better way to end the day then to sit by the river 
as the sun sets and have a barbeque dinner. 
 

    
 
Ian was M C again and was assisted by Mike Sobyra in organising the event. 
 

ANZAC Cove 
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ANZAC Day on Fraser Island east beach at the site of the Maheno wreck. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There was a ceremony held at the Maheno wreck site on the eastern beach site. 
Below are a number of pictures detailing the ceremony.  Over five hundred 
people participated in the ceremony. These included people from all over 
Australia and New Zealand including Maryborough, Sydney, Brisbane, the 
students and parents from Maheno School, Oamaru, New Zealand. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to country by Aunty Mally 
and the King, elders of the Badtjisla 
aboriginal people 

In excess of 
five 
hundred 
people 
attend the 
ceremony 

The ceremony was mastered by Mr Russell Postel 

There was a flyover by a F/A-
18F Super Hornet 10.00 am 

Mounting of the 
Cataflaque Party, Service 
Personnel RAAF, 
Amberly, QLD 

Piper – Frank Ekin 

Dawn ANZAC day Fraser Island East Beach 
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Model of the HMNZ Hospital Ship  No. 1 
Maheno 

Current state of the Maheno on east beach 
of Fraser Island 

 

 Ode – read by Sarah 
Johnson – Great 
Granddaughter of 
Francis Jackson, First 
Officer, SS 
Maheno/HMNZ hospital 
Ship No.1 

Laying of the wreaths on the deck of the Maheno 

The Haka being performed during the 
ceremony by the children and Principle of 
the Maheno School, Oamaru, New Zealand. 

Maheno school group at the wreck site 

Russell Postle R,yan Fraser (Principal 
Maheno School) , Linsay Marshal 
(president Rotary Club of Brisbane 
Highrise) 
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NZHS MAHENO was at Anzac from 26 August 1915  

 
 
The shipwreck on Seventy Five Mile Beach at Fraser Island connects Australia 
and New Zealand with the Anzacs at Gallipoli. 
 
“SS MAHENO”  

Name:
  

SS Maheno 

Owner:
  

Union Company, Dunedin 

Port of 
registry:
  

Wellington[1] 

Route:
  

New Zealand — Australia 

Builder:
  

William Denny and 
Brothers,Dumbarton 

Yard 
number:
  

746[1] 

Launched:
  

19 June 1905[1] 

In 
service:
  

November 1905 

Out of 
service:
  

1935 

Identification:
  

Official number: 117588[1] 

Fate:
  

Wrecked, July 1935 

Type:
  

Ocean liner 

Tonnage:
  

5,323 GRT 
3,318 NRT[1] 

Length:
  

400 ft (120 m)[1] 

Beam:
  

50 ft (15 m)[1] 

Depth:
  

31 ft (9.4 m)[1] 

Propulsion:
  

3 × Parsons steam turbines 
3 screws[2] 

Speed:
  

17.5 knots (32.4 km/h; 20.1 mph)[2] 

Capacity: 420 passengers:[2] 240 × 1st class 

 
The Maheno was owned by the 
Union Steamship Company of New 
Zealand and more significantly for 
2015, it was the NZ Hospital Ship 
Maheno (NZHS Hospital Ship No 1) 
in WW1. 
The SS Maheno, a passenger ship 
launched in 1905 operated as 
regular passenger ship primarily on 
the cross-Tasman run between 
Australia and New Zealand. The 
Maheno held the speed record for 
almost two decades. Following the 
start of WW1, the Maheno was 
chartered by the New Zealand 
government and converted to be 
HMNZ Hospital Ship No 1. Much of 
the medical equipment on board 
came from a public appeal. 
 
The first voyage of the Maheno as a 
hospital ship was from 7 July 1915 
to 1 January 1916, arriving at Anzac 
(beach) on Gallipoli for the first time 
on 26 August 1915. 
 
The journey was recorded in detail 
and published in a book by Lord 
Liverpool, the Governor of NZ, in 
August 1916. 
 
The book details the dates when the 
NZHS Maheno visited Anzac to 
collect the sick and wounded and the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunedin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wellington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wellington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Denny_and_Brothers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Denny_and_Brothers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dumbarton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Clydebuilt-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Clydebuilt-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Official_number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Clydebuilt-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean_liner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_register_tonnage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Net_register_tonnage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Net_register_tonnage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Clydebuilt-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Clydebuilt-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Clydebuilt-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Algernon_Parsons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_turbines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Argus7Nov-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knot_(unit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Argus7Nov-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Maheno#cite_note-Argus7Nov-2
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numbers and nationalities collected. 
The book refers to the location as 
just Anzac.  
 
While these records show that most 
of those brought on the ship at 
Gallipoli over its many visits to 
Anzac beach were primarily 
Australians, the Maheno retrieved 
those injured of all nationalities and 
transported them to Lemnos, Malta, 
Alexandria before ultimately 
returning to New Zealand with the 
injured residents of New Zealand.  
On 8th October the Maheno sailed 
for Southampton with cases 
requiring major surgery. 
These records show that from 
arrival at Anzac on 26 August 1915 
until 8th October when the Maheno 
sailed for Southampton, it had 
embarked 2,350 cases of which 331 
were New Zealanders. 
Later hospital ship journeys saw it 
assist at Fromelles and the Somme. 
After WW1 the Maheno was refitted 
as a passenger liner and returned to 
the cross-Tasman run.  

As a result of the combination of the 
Great Depression with the greater 
efficiency of the newer ships, the 
Maheno was laid up from 1931 to 
1934. The ship returned to service 
briefly in 1934 before being retired 
in 1935. 
The ship was sold to a Japanese 
company to be broken up for scrap. 
Prior to its sale the owner, the Union 
Steamship Company of New Zealand 
removed the ship’s bells. One is with 
the main New Zealand museum and 
the other at Maheno School. 
 
In July 1935 when it was being 
towed to Japan to be broken up for 
scrap, a winter cyclone caused the 
tow line to break and the Maheno 
was pushed onto the eastern beach 
of Fraser Island. 
Another cyclone in March 1936 
dashed any remaining hopes of 
refloating the ship.  
In WWII the wreck was used for 
commando training by the Z Force 
(precursor to the SAS) and for 
bombing practice by the RAAF. 

 
HISTORY OF THE “MAHENO” 

 
 

1905 LAUNCHED - 29 September  Ships Master: Robert “Bobbie” Neville 
22 September - trials ran 17.5 knots 
 

Beginning of maiden voyage left Greenock PLU170 passengers at 
Durban.  Trouble with centre propeller caused delay (just before 
reaching the Australian coast) 
 

8 November evening - arrived Melbourne in full dress. 
 

14 November - arrived Sydney 29 hours 54 minutes record. 
 

December - New record Lyttleton to Wellington 9 hours 11 minutes 
(Average speed 18 knots) held for two years broken by sister ship 
Moana. 

1906 Two return trips Sydney to Vancouver via Brisbane and Honolulu. 

1907 First visit to Auckland new record Sydney to Auckland two days 
twenty-one hours thirty-six minutes (this record stood for 25 years).  
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1914 Re-engined and geared with two propellers instead of three.  Main 
reason for this was to save on coal.  
Refitted as a hospital ship NZ First Captain McDonald in charge of 
conversion to HS. 

1915 10 July - off to War.  Ship’s Master Donald McLean 

1916 During war years made five chartered voyages as a hospital ship.  
Nine return trips to NZ.   
August to October 1916 carried record 11000 wounded France to 
England. 

1917 One trip carried a record 1141 crossing to Southampton.. 

1919 August returned to regular passenger service Australia to NZ. 

1935 March - Laid up in Sydney and sold to Japanese for scrap.  Reason for 
selling - age and uneconomical compared to new ships available.  
 

Propellers removed in Sydney. 
 

5 July - Left Sydney under tow of Oonah -  47 years old (also on way 
to be broken up).  Skipper in Charge Captain Hashimoto. 
 

8 July, 7am - Ran into a freak Winter cyclone. 
 1pm - Broke away from Oonah (65 miles South East of Sandy Cape 
on Fraser Island) Oonah was unable to manoeuvre to pick up the tow 
again because of the size of the seas and the length of towline still in 
the water. Within 1 hour the Maheno was out of sight. Whilst the 
Maheno had steam up, without propellers, it was at the mercy of the 
wind and sea. 
 

Eight Japanese sailors were on board. They tried using sea anchors 
using the lathes carried as scrap metal cargo but the heavy seas 
broke the chains 
 

9 July, 2pm - Beached latitude 24 22 South Longitude 153 25 East 
7 miles North of Happy Valley on Fraser Island. 
 

Four attempts to refloat using the Oonah and the tug Carlock from 
Brisbane were made but all were unsuccessful. The charge for 
Carlock was reputably £12 per hour. 
 

Approximate value at time £4,000 - £5,000 (not insured). 

1936 First wedding of several on board since being beached - Miss B 
McLean and Mr Dudley Weatherley.  
 

March - Offered for public sale by Japanese, no bids were received.  
  
All loose fittings then sold. 

1939 RAAF and USAF used her as bombing practice. 
 

“Z” force commando practice brought down the forward mast and 
the one remaining funnel. Z Force had a training camp on the 
Western side of Fraser Island and went on to undertake the famous 
attack on Japanese shipping in Singapore Harbour using the Krait. 
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1970 Destruction of 19 unexploded bombs from WWII. 

 
 
 

 

The QMMA’s Anniversary lunch 

 
Mike Sobyra 

 

On February 7th the QMMA’s Anniversary lunch was held at the shore restaurant 
in South Bank.  47 members and their guests attended.    We all had a very good 
time.  The meal was excellent and the crew did themselves proud with their 
service and standards.   
Doyle McTaggart arranged a display of a Merchant Officer’s Uniform.  Mike 
Sobyra was the MC.  Ian gave an update on how the museum is progressing. 
Peter Nunan’s talk on the secrets of our documents was very interesting and 
highlighted the vast range of information that is held within the museum to 
which many of us are rarely exposed.   
Our Chairman drew both the door and raffle prizes.  Some eyebrows were raised 
when one of the prizes went to his wife Jane.  Carole Dorrough and Mike Sobyra 
both donated two bottles of wine each for the raffle and the door prizes were a 
bottle of Sparkling donated by the Ship Inn and a copy of “Not Just a Haircut and 
a Shave” (appropriate considering who was the Guest Speaker) donated by the 
museum.   
 

 

Something to “Dive Into” on the Penguin 
 

 
Keith Boulton

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pearling Lugger 
Penguin beside the 
dock at QMM 
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The pearling lugger Penguin has a unique display below decks especially for 
children wishing to be a hard hat diver. 
 
In the forward space a display about pearl diving has been set up and includes 
photographic displays of the Pearling Industry and how the pearl shell was used 
once it had been processed. 
Part of the display is the replica “hard hat” diving suit together with a replica 
diving helmet  

 
The young ones can position themselves behind the cut out and have their head 
inside the helmet! Now that is something different. 
 
Something really worth trying next time you are on board?

Penguin- Diving Equipment replica 

Penguin-Helpful Diver Sign 

Penguin-The helmet up close! 
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 “New interpretation of Pink Lady and Freedom now open” 
  

 
By Keith Boulton 

“New interpretation of Pink Lady and Freedom now open” 
 
After many hundreds of hours of work by various QMM volunteers, Pink Lady 
and Freedom (Atlantic Ocean Rowing boat) have a new access ramp installed to 
assist all visitors. Being undercover, it provides protection and it also 
incorporates story boards for the Pink Lady and the Freedom. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

QMM Pink Lady and new access 

QMM Pink Lady info boards. 
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Also , the new “Mock Up” cabin of the Pink Lady is open daily, to allow visitors to 
experience the feel of ship board life, as it was for Jessica Watson in her round 
the world solo sailing journey. It is a fine construction effort displaying the skills 
of the volunteers of the Wooden Boat group. 
 

 
 

 
 
  

3. QMM Pink Lady & Freedom info. boards. 

QMM Pink Lady and mock up cabin 
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REPLICA CANNON – HMB ENDEAVOUR 

  
 

In 2015 the Australian Maritime Safety Authority transferred to the Queensland 

Maritime Museum a replica of one of six cannons cast overboard from HMB 

Endeavour following the grounding of the ship on the Great Barrier Reef during the 

night of 11 June 1770.  The reference source for this article is at the bottom of the 

page. 

 

Approximately 48 tons of material was jettisoned overboard following the grounding.  

During the evening of 12 June the ship came free of the reef, the hole was fothered 

and they found refuge to repair the ship on 18 June.  In 1886 the Working Men’s 

Progress Association sought approval from the authorities to search for the guns and 

to place them with the memorial to Captain Cook being erected in Cooktown.  An 

unsuccessful search was undertaken, but that is another story. 

 

Further unsuccessful private searches were probably undertaken in subsequent years. 

In 1961 Virgil Kauffman from USA, whose company used a magnetometer to 

conduct aerial surveys for minerals was on a fishing trip near Endeavour Reef.  

Kauffman was a great admirer of Cook and his host, Vince Vlasoff, told him they 

were near the site of the grounding.   Vlasoff had unsuccessfully investigated the reef 

with divers the year before.  On hearing the story Kauffman realised that his 

magnetometer could be used to locate the cannons. 

 

On his return to the USA, Kauffman developed a plan and approached the Academy 

of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia to undertake a project to collect specimens of 

Barrier Reef fish and search for the six cannons.  In January 1969 a six-member team 

from the USA joined Vlasoff’s vessel Tropic Seas and proceeded to Endeavour Reef.  

The plan was to use a helicopter for the main magnetometer search, but pending its 

arrival they towed the device behind a fibre-glass boat.  On 7 January they were 

convinced the magnetometer had detected the first cannon in about 4m of water.  The 

diver chipped coral from the object to reveal the cannon.  By 14 January the fourth 

cannon’s location was confirmed and although the remaining two had been located by 

the instrument they could not be identified visually. 

 

The party agreed that although the discovery belonged to the Academy, the artefacts 

would most probably be claimed by the Australian Government.  A couple of cannons 

and a quantity of ballast were recovered aboard Tropic Seas and transferred to 

shallow water near their base-camp at Little Hope Island.   Pending conservation 

treatment, immersion in water was essential to prevent deterioration due to chemical 

reactions.  News of the discovery went world-wide with even the New York Times 

carrying the story. 

 

Arrangements were made for the Commonwealth Lighthouse Service vessel Wallach 

to transfer the artefacts to Cairns and then by road freight to the Defence Standards 

Laboratory in Melbourne for conservation.  In mid-February the last two cannons 

were recovered.  The government presented one cannon to the Academy, one to New 

Zealand (now displayed in Te Papa National Museum), one to Greenwich Maritime 
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Museum, one to NSW, one to Queensland (now in the James Cook Museum 

Cooktown) and, one was retained by the Australian Government (now displayed at 

the Australian National Maritime Museum). 

 

Sharman, Robert. Guns from the Endeavour, Queensland Heritage Vol 2 No 5 1971 

p23-31 

 
 

Replica Cannon at QMM James Cook Museum Cooktown 

Cook Memorial Cooktown HMB Endeavour cannon James Cook Museum Cooktown 
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QMM RIVER FIRE EVENT SATURDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER 2015 

Terms & Conditions 

There will be 2 groups in total using the QMM grounds for this event. 

1. Motorama Group: Southern Boundary Fence-Workshop area and up to half way on the 

dock wall. Other groups may have late bookings. 

2. QMM Members and visitors: Under the Good Will Bridge – Wharf Road to Boundary 

Fence. Maximum= 250 

Entry Details: 

QMM members and Guests 
 

Members (Ordinary, Life, Honorary, & Concession) + 1 - Showing Annual membership card – 

Free 

(Family & Concession Family) 2 adults and up to 3 Family Children aged 5 - 15 (Grandchildren 

Included) - Showing Annual membership card – Free 
 

Entry by prepaid ticket. Adults @ $10.00 Children 5-15 @ $5.00 Under 5 Free 

QMM member’s guests: Must be accompanied by QMM member. 

Maximum in a members group is 10 

Recommended: QMM Clothing and name tag. 
 

QMM Volunteers and Guests 
 

Volunteers - with QMM proof of active Participation when purchasing tickets. 

Entry by prepaid ticket. Adults @ $10.00 Children 5-15 @$5.00 

QMM Volunteer guests: Must be accompanied by QMM Volunteer.  

Maximum in a volunteer group is 4 
 

At Venue 

Entry/Exit to QMM. 

1. QMM front gate and via South Bank alcohol security screening. 

2. The rear, drive or walk in gate. Security check and Limited parking. 

 

Times: Gates closed for entry from:  6.00 pm to 8.00 pm 

For All: BYO table and chairs 

 

Refreshments 

BYO Food and drinks is permitted. A Gas BBQ will be available for members use if required but 

will be limited as barbeque will be reserved first for Sausage Sizzle. 

QMM social club will be operating a sausage sizzle and a Bar Service from 4.30 to 6.30 pm 

 

Pricing: Sausage Sizzle $3.00 per sausage/bread/onions/sauces. Includes tea/coffee. 

 

Drinks:   

Beer [beer stubbies]@ $5.00 Wine [Red/White/Champers] $5.00/glass  

Assorted soft drinks and water: @ $2.00 Bottle $ 25.00 

Ice creams @ QMM pricing. Tea/coffee @ $2.00 cup 
                           

Refreshments only by ticket sales and on a cash only basis from the ticket booth.  

Service from 4.00 to 6.45 pm. 
 

Toilets: The following toilets will be open for the function: Curators Office & Shipping Room. 
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Enlistments 
 

 

David James Andre Lagadec Bill Metcalf 
Deb Jones Mairi Collins Michael Reed 
Shawn Libby David & Jade Blee Gabrielle Byrne 
Taylor & Geoffrey James Gabrielle Byrne Allan Ross 
David Midwood Paul Arundell Ross Beck 
Yulia Galimova Brad Thompson Hugo Reid 
Justin Scott Saoirse Cruikshank Andrew Owen 
Kevin Fuge Gayle Reicheldt Elena Gannochka 
Kel O’Neill Brenton Fleming Chris Sellers 
Michael Sampson Ian Salmon Michael John 
James Boase   

 
 

Crossed the Bar 
 

 
Allan Ryman Tony Woodcock 

 
 

Life Members 
 

 

  

Robert (Jeff) Andrews Bryant Berriman Warren Blee 

Maurice Briggs Peter Byrne Lilian Campbell-Innes 

Keith Cogzell Edward & Joy Elcock Jennifer (Jenny) Fison 

Richard (Dick) Fletcher Frederick Franklin Glen French 

Kevin Fuge Fred Gans George Gee 

Judith Grant William Heymink Victor Horne 

Peter Hall William Jenkinson Raymond Jones 

Peter Ives John Keogh Brian Martin 

John Keenan Beatrice McLeod David Morgan 

Joan McLeod Carl Savage Helen Savage 

Barbara Poniewierski Coral Tillett Judith Grant 

Fabian Sweeney   

  

 
 

Honorary Members  
 

   
Keith Boulton Harry Bradley George Buckingham 
Jack Duvoisin Mark Garlipp Peter Grant 
Dorothy Kirby Ben Macdonald Graham Price 
Felix Scudamore Laurie Strange Arthur (Wally) Walker 

 
 

  



 

Maritime Manifest Winter 2015                                          Page 24 

 

 

Annual Membership fees: 
 
Ordinary $35.00  
Family  (2 Adults, 2 

Children) 

$50.00  

Concession $30.00  
Family/Concession $40.00  

Corporate $100.00  

 

 

Editor: 
Robert Tillmanns 
tillmanns@optusnet.com.au 
Phone 07 31334378 
Mob: 0412 487 993 
Submissions for publication by: 
Oct 25th  2015 

Board members:  
Justice David THOMAS Mr. Chris WILLIAMS Mr. Matthew ROWE Mr. Hans POMMEREL 
Mr Brett SMITH Mr. Mike SOBYRA Mr. Peter SCANNELL Mr. David ROLLINS 
Mr Mark FORT    

 

For Your Diary 
    
Saturday 26th September Riverfire – Members and guests welcome – Conditions Apply – See 

Announcement 
 

  

Saturday 10th October      Brisbane Open Day   
    
Saturday 17th October    2 PM Bismarck First and Final Voyage Presented by John Thiele   
    
Saturday 21st November 
    

Forceful’s 90th Birthday celebration 10 – 4 - Cake Cutting 3 PM – Donation Entry   

Saturday 5th December AGM & Christmas lunch   
 
Saturday 25th December 

 
Christmas Day Museum Closed 

  

    
Sunday 26th December Boxing Day Museum Closed   
    
Saturday 31st December New Year’s Eve   
    
Wednesday 13th to Friday 15th 
January 
 

Mariner’s Days   

Saturday 23rd January A day on the Diamantina at War 1945 – John Thiele   
    
Saturday 6th February Anniversary Lunch 12:30 Ship Inn Upstairs Function Room   
    
Saturday 19th March Rather a Long Distance – Voyaging to the Antarctic – Peter Scott 

 
  

Friday 25th March Good Friday – Museum Closed 
 

  

Friday 25th April ANZAC Day Dusk Service & BBQ – Museum Opens 11AM   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

mailto:tillmanns@bigpond.com

