
SSCCUUTTTTLLEEBBUUTTTT –             December 2014     
 
Vision:  To be a world class maritime museum for Queensland. 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of news, rumours and scuttlebutt at the Maritime Museum.  If you have 
anything you would like to say or talk about in Scuttlebutt please let me know.  The main purpose of 
Scuttlebutt is to help keep everybody better informed of our activities. 
 
Date Claimers - 2015 
Anniversary Lunch – Saturday 7 February at The Shore Restaurant  
 
Board of Directors 
David Thomas (Chairman), Peter Scannell, Hans Pommerel, Matthew Rowe, Chris Williams, Mike Sobyra, 
David Rollins, Brett Smith, and Mark Fort.  
 

CEO 
Hello!  On behalf of the Board we wish you a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  Thank you for 
your support during 2014.   
 
At our AGM a couple of weeks ago I reported on the achievements of 2014 and I reproduce them here and 
thank all of our volunteers for your contribution. 
Our major achievements in 2014 and projects that are underway have been: 

• Installing the shed over Pink Lady 
• Converting the old shed under the bridge into a gazebo 
• Preparing the interpretative display of the 8 inch guns 
• Preparing the interp display of Pink Lady and Freedom 
• Installing the new gangway on Forceful 
• Commencing the installation of the new keel supports under Diamantina 
• Refurbishment of the TS Magnus naval whaler 
• The design and curation of the WW1 exhibition 
• Refurbishment of Diamantina’s whalers 
• Installation of radar in Diamantina 
• Significant progress with the restoration of Carpentaria 
• Resolving the bookworm problem 
• Significant upgrade of storage of precious documents in the library 
• The relocation of the uniform store 
• Completion of the Barbier and Benard light pedestal 
• Conducting Pirate Week twice 
• Conducting the Pirate Pantomime at MBTBC 
• Refurbishment of the little sailing dinghy 
• Started work on refurbishing a boat for Bayside Seascouts 
• Brisbane Maritime Heritage Trail 
• Installation of the ammunition lift in Diamantina 
• Preparing the main engine for rotation 
• Installation of security cameras 

 
We have secured a grant from the National Library to undertake a significance assessment of the entire 
collection.  Dr. Judith McKay has been appointed as a consultant to undertake this project.  Part of the grant 
included funding my attendance at an intensive 3-day collection management workshop in Canberra which 
was most useful. 
 
G20 
Well – I’m glad that is over.  A huge amount of work was put in by many of our team to prepare the Museum 
for the possibility of visits by overseas delegates and the odd security problem.  Fortunately, the latter didn’t 



eventuate.  Unfortunately, the heightened security arrangements kept everybody away for about 2 weeks.  
Thank you to everybody for your patience and assistance during that period. 
 
Exhibition. 
Our current exhibition is the Anzac 100 display.  Members are most welcome to pop in for a visit.    The 
exhibition title is; ‘They went by ship to foreign shores’.   
 
Maritime Museums Conference 
The 2015 maritime museums conference will be in Goolwa (SA) from Wed 18 – Fri 20 February and 
followed by the SA Wooden Boat Festival.  Details can be found on the internet or please contact us at QMM 
if you would like further details. 
 
Board 
The Board’s discussions at its meeting in December included; the safety action plan, the financial reports, 
honorary life membership, and the major development project. 
 
Website. 
A new website is being prepared for QMM and should be activated early in 2015. 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Russell Adams has assumed the role of Volunteer Coordinator and we thank both Russell and his predecessor 
Steve Waring for undertaking this important role. 
 
Thank you again and I look forward to seeing you at QMM. 
 
Regards 
Ian Jempson 
 
Operations Supervisor  
 
Hello all…… 
Ian has coverd the activities this year quite comprehensively and I can only add a brief note to personally 
thank all of the Volunteers that have made my working life at QMM a whole lot easier in 2014.  Many Many 
thanks!! Great work by all… 
 
I hope everyone enjoys a well deserved Yuletide break and returns full of Gusto for what looks like a very 
challenging year ahead in 2015. 
 
 

 
Thank you 

 
Alan Bibby 
 
  

  

                           ----------------------- 

 
 

 Happy Volunteering till the next  edition of Scuttlebutt 


